
 
 
 

October 28, 2022 
Dear Parents,  

 
We finished our Pumpkin Unit this week, and the students even brought home a real pumpkin they 

picked from our Dramatic Play pumpkin patch!   We had a fantastic field trip to Cosley Zoo on Thursday, 
and our class learned all about Vertebrate and Invertebrate animals.   The students were able to touch a 
real snake, turtle, and millipede as they learned about animals with backbones and exoskeletons.  We 
also toured the farm and saw the chickens, goats, pony, donkeys, cows, llamas, lynx, birds, owls, red-
tailed hawk, ducks, deer, fox, raccoons, turkey vultures, sandhill cranes, Guinea hogs, and sheep.    

In Math this week, the students have been working together in groups to find and draw their own 
collections of objects in the classroom.   Each group of students was given a poster with a number 
between 1 and 10, and they worked together to find a group of Math tools with the same number and then 
draw them on their poster to represent their number.   In another lesson, students had to brainstorm their 
own unique collections they could draw to represent a new number on a new poster.   I was very 
impressed with the creativity of all the groups!   The group that had the number 7 wrote out the seven 
days of the week, the group that had the number 8 drew groups of four desks from our classroom.   
Another group that had the number 8 drew eight students in their collection.  You can practice this skill at 
home by asking your child to go on a scavenger hunt around the house and draw a group of objects that 
matches each number from 1-10.  It may be helpful to put out certain sets of objects around the house 
before your child begins his/her scavenger hunt (ie 4 plates and 6 forks on the kitchen/dining room table, 
or 4 boots and 2 shoes, etc.).  

In Science this week, the students had an opportunity to see if pumpkins float or sink.   We took a 
variety of different sized pumpkins from our classroom “pumpkin patch” and put them in our Discovery 
center bin (filled with water) to see what would float.   They were able to make a prediction about the 
pumpkins, and then made a drawing of the results of their experiment. 

We have been practicing rhyming words using word families on the Smartboard during our whole 
group Word Work time each day.   The students have been excited to take turns moving beginning sounds 
to create and sound out new words, and then write them on a “pumpkin” word work page.  Please ask you 
child to read his/her words to you when you see these pages on the daily folder.    
  In the Dramatic Play Center, the students have been practicing checking on the pumpkins to see if 
they are ripe and ready to be harvested.   Some of the students harvested the pumpkins we used in our 
Discovery Center for the “sink or float” experiment.  The students also cleared away the “old” vines and 
flowers that did not grow into pumpkins.   We have chosen the pumpkin that will be used for our class 
jack-o-lantern on Monday.   We will be doing a Project Based Learning activity on Monday morning that 
will include taking turns cleaning out the pumpkin, counting the seeds into groups of 10, and voting on the 
shapes used to carve a face on our jack-o-lantern.    
 The Emerson Halloween Parade will begin at 1:50pm on Monday.   If your child will be changing 
into his/her costume at school during Recess, please send his/her costume to school in his/her backpack 
on Monday.  If you will be picking up your child at lunch to put on his/her costume at home, please meet 
us at Door 1 at 11:30 and bring your child back to school at 12:30.  You are welcome to view the parade at 
1:50 outside of Emerson along the sidewalk that is closest to the building on the left and front sides of 
Emerson.   If it is raining, we will not have an outside parade.   Our classroom party will begin at 2:20pm 
after the parade.  Please visit the link from Mrs. Klein for more Halloween Parade information.  Masks and 
costume accessories should be left at home so they don’t get lost during the parade.    

 
*****Reminders***** 

October 31 –  Emerson School Halloween Parade – 1:50pm 
  Halloween Parties – 2:20pm 

 
Have a wonderful weekend! 

Jen Hottendorf 


